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Hi everyone,  
As winter draws to a close 

there seem to be more reports of 
threats to our environment.  
Wetlands are under increased 
pressure in Harare and in the 
Kadoma area there are reports 
of general destruction of 
previously unspoilt areas.  I had 
a look at the Mafungabusi 
plateau on Goggle Earth and 
was dismayed to see that the 
whole area is now deforested 
with not a single patch of 
woodland left!  Quite a change from the way I remember it.  The birds must have gone with it.  

Take a look at the advert on the last page and seize the opportunity to take advantage of this 
outing.  

Happy Birding,  

Ian Riddell gemsaf@mango.zw 

  

mailto:gemsaf@mango.zw
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Important ð changes to Membership Secretary  

 
At the end of May I gave up my positions as Honorary National Membership Secretary and 

Honorary Council Secretary.  I have been carrying out this voluntary work for BLZ for many years, 
but personal commitments  now require my attention . 

 
I would like to thank everyone for their support over the years and trust you will continue to 

ôpay your subs pleaseõ without me giving some of you not so gentle nudges! 
 
For the moment Sylvia Muzavazi at the national office wil l be handling payments and 

publications distribution and Julia Pierini will be responsible for sending the reminders, notices of 
activities and The Babbler via e-mail.  Please contact Sylvia on 04-481496 or e-mail  sylvi a@blz.co.zw  
or Julia on 0772-894562 or e-mail juliapierini@birdlifezimbabwe.org  for membership -related issues.  
I will of course forward any correspondence that comes to me.  

The position of Council Secretary is vacant and if any member is interested in volunteering, 
please contact Julia.  We need someone to take the minutes for the forthcoming AGM please ð you 
need to be fairly computer -literate! 

BLZ appreciates your continued support for our con servation work which includes ð saving 
species; conserving sites and habitats; encouraging ecological sustainability and empowering 
people for positive change.  Please encourage other birders to join us ð it is vital we conserve the 
envir onment ð no nature, no birds. 

Remember to see all about us on our website www.birdlifezimbabwe.org  and on our Facebook 
page, where you can see some great pics and interesting news.  We are always happy to hear from 
members around the country, so if you see anything unusual we would love to hear about it ð and 
if you have a pic, even better! 

Best wishes and happy birding!  
Carolyn  

Branch News  
 

Mashonaland  

Adventures at Ewanrigg Botanic al  Gardens, 25 June 2017  

(pentads 1740_3115 &  1740_3120)  

A small group of us car -sharers huddled at 
CABS before 7 a.m. on a distinctly chilly 
Sunday morning, and then contrary to advice, 
boldly took the Shamva road to Ewanrigg.  It 
wasnõt impassable as we had been led to believe 
and at least we only had 2 km of badly eroded 
dirt to travel, rather than the 4 km from the 
Mutoko road, which apparently, was in  a bad 
way too!  Consequently we arrived at the same 
time as the others ð though they had left town 
much earlier ð but we did miss out on their 
African Crake.  
The birds werenõt keen on the cold either and 

were slow to appear.  Half a dozen birds were 

heard from the picnic site where we parked and 
then we set out to the aloes, but just before we 
got there met a conspicuous Lizard Buzzard just 
starting to build a nest in a fork of a bare 
Acrocarpus treeé though Kelvin said they were 
also taking twigs into a another thickly leafed 
tree 100m away; it was all rather confusing.  The 
aloes were bright candle flames of orange and 
red burning up the slope to which Variable 
Sunbirds added their own artwork with 
splashes of yellow and iridescent green and 
purple.  Some Amethyst Sunbirds were about 
but in the main seemed to prefer a Julbernardia 
tree on the edge, along with White-bellied 

mailto:sylvia@blz.co.zw
mailto:juliapierini@birdlifezimbabwe.org
http://www.birdlifezimbabwe.org/
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Sunbirds and Miombo Double -collared 
Sunbirds and other odd -bods like Blue 
Waxbills.  Perhaps, like us, the nectar was slow 
to flow at t hat time of the morning.  Crossing 
down towards the tall Acrocarpus near the 
houses I hoped to spot the Western Violet-
backed Sunbirds but no luck, the tree wasnõt yet 
in flower like some are in Harare, and it was 
fairly bare though our raptors were taking  
sticks from near the top.  The tree didnõt look 
too healthy ð I wonder if it is on the way out!  

 
Libyaspis wahlbergi  pill bug nymphs  

 

Heading across the mowed grass, and 
keeping to the life -giving sunny patches, I made 
for the big bamboo clump, all the while 
accompanied by the noisy background vocals 
from some demonstrative band of Green-
capped Eremomelas that had an awful lot to say 
about each other.  A flock of non-breeding Pin-
tailed Whydahs went hither and thither in the 
tree tops while our fragmented birders 
regrouped, catching sight of Green-winged 
Pytilias amongst the small stuff flitting about 
the bamboos; in the background a White-
throated Robin-chat sang from the Brachystegia 
woodland while Terrestrial Brownbuls quietly 
chuckled away.  A Black Cuckooshrike was 
ôchasedõ (we were only moving at the Tree 
Society pace!) but we had good views of some 
common birds before heading across the open 
to the southwest corner of the gardens, where 
Julia led us up the hill into the miombo.  But 
this was the acme of dead-miombo -birding and 
was only good for insects, where we found 
some amazing pill bug nymphs  that matched 
their grey branch perfectly , some Polyrachis ants 

that bit (Kelvin imprudently did the stick -your -

finger -in-them test!), and where we ôlostõ Carla 
for half an hour!  

 
Polyrachis  ant 

Rescue achieved and socks deburred while 
we waited, we headed to the top ponds area.  
Jamesonõs Firefinches sneakily snuck about at 
ground level, Whyteõs Barbets were out-there 
on the bare tree top branches of a tall fig where 
African Green-pigeons perform ed their usual 
invisibility trick.  Still no Western Violet -backed 
Sunbirds!  James found some Flaminia natalensis 

bugs on some aloes and I have found they are 
particularly partial to aloes at home and have 
been considered a pest in South Africa!  If you 
canõt work out why they are called the ôeight-
back bugõ there is no hope for youL.  Near the 
herb garden a typically uncooperative dried -
leaf-like Evening Brown flitted from dark patch 
to even darker patch until I eventually nabbed it 
and in the deeply shaded sisals back near the 
main gardens what appeared to be a couple of 
large antlions were instead Glistening 
Demoiselles. 

 
 
The Magpie Mannikins that used to be here 
years ago when the Bindura Bamboos seeded 
were not to be found but maybe this is where 
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Julia spotted some Red-backed Mannikins later?  
Heading back to try and get a photo of the 
Lizard Buzzard (wasnõt there of course) a group 
of Steel-blue Widowfinches alighted in bare 
branches, looking much like the earlier Pin -
tailed Whydahs except for their red legs;  a 
couple of Thick-billed Weavers conveniently 
joined them so they could hop on our list.  

 
ôEight-backõ bug 

Back at the cars we did the list, arriving at 
some 60 species.  Meyerõs Parrots added 
themselves at the last minute and when 
everyone left a couple of us ventured to the 
dam.  Here we added about another dozen 
birds but the only visible ones on the water 
were the Little Grebes; hidden away African 
Reed-warbler and Common Moorhen called 
from Polygonum backwaters and in the grass 

beyond were Orange-breasted Waxbills and 
others.  Some Brimstone Canaries sang from a 
tree and swallows swept over.  And we never 
did get to find those sought -after sunbirds! 

 

 
Western Violet -backed Sunbird  from SABAP2  

Variable Sunbird  from SABAP2  

é & Bryden Country  School  

On the Tree Society visit to Bryden Country 
School, Chegutu (pentad 1805_3010), on 16th 
July I had a brief glimpse of a male Western 
Violet -backed Sunbird in an Acrocarpus tree in 
the grounds, an unexpected range extension.  It 
turns out that Variable Sunbirds are also ônewõ 
to that area, as are Black-throated Wattle -eyes, 
which were on the Umfuli River.  The latter are 
less surprising as Ferdi and Tracey Couto have 
them from further ôupstreamõ in pentad 
1805_3020, i.e. Pamuzinda.  Possibly they have 
made incursions up the Sanyati from the 
Zambezi Valley.  I was sure I heard Willow 
Warbler calling on the Umfuli but couldnõt 
confirm it with a sighting!  
Ian Riddell  
 

Glistening D emoiselle Phaon iridipennis 
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BLZ MONAVALE VLEI WA LKS, SUNDAY 18
th

 June & 15
th

 July , 2017  

 

18th June 

Not a lot to report: 6 members, Jimmy, 
Moses and Shelta from Cosmo Kidsõ Club and 
Walling from a Chinese radio station combined 
forces to winkle out the birds on a rather cool 
Sunday morning.  We managed just 29 which 
might be good for a dayõs birding in the 
summer in the UK but will probably be the 
lowest count of the year on the vlei. 

All the usual suspects: Black-shouldered 
Kite, Red-eyed Dove and Cape Turtle-dove, 
Yellow -mantled W idowbird, Variable Sunbird, 
Grey-rumped Swallow, etc.  Highlights were a 
low -flying display by a Long -crested Eagle, 2 
African Black Ducks, 2 Egyptian Goose, a 
distant African Hoopoe and a Gabar Goshawk.  
Better luck next timeé 

15th July 

Eventually, there were 9 of us to brave the 
frozen grass of the vlei and strive to beat the 
poor score of 29 from June.  Once again, Kidsõ 
Club members, Shelta and Moses enlivened the 

shivering 7 member group with their 
observations, questions and antics and Dorothy 
regaled us with the details of the latest illegal 
invasion of the hallowed ground when an earth 
moving vehicle and its driver fled on the 
arrival of the local police.  

The usual suspects like Yellow-mantled 
Widowbird, Southern Red Bishop, African 
Wattled Lapwing, Senegal Coucal and Black-
shouldered Kite were present and an African 
Black Duck and 2 Pied Kingfishers were over 
the stream.  Little Swift and African Palm -swift 
and Grey-rumped Swallow flew overhead as 
did an African Sacred Ibis, Gabar Goshawk, 
Long-crested Eagle and Lizard Buzzard.  Red-
eyed Dove and Cape Turtle-dove were 
numerous and 8 Black-headed Herons were 
counted.  More unexpected was a group of 12 
Helmeted Guineafowl roosting in an Acacia and 
a White-bellied Sunbird.  

The total of 44 we considered respectable for 
July as we sat in the warm sunshine at the end 
of our walk.  A big improvement on last 
monthõs count. 
Ken Dixon  

Retreat Farm revisited ð July 2017  

Having read with interest H.D. Jacksonõs 
contribution ôThe Birds of Retreat Farm, 
Harare: 1950-1970õ in Honeyguide Vol. 61(1), 
April 2015 and impressed by the number and 
variety of species recorded, a small group of us, 
Rolf Chenaux-Repond, Stuart Wood, Ken 
Dixon and Jimmy Muropa, the Monavale  Vlei 
guide decided to see what the destination 
looked like 47 years later. 

The rather depressing drive through the 
once thriving industrial zone of Harare brought 
us to the Uplands section of Waterfalls, 
currently the source of large quantities of pit 
sand for the construction industry.  Our first 
port of call was one of the two dams built 
between 1950 and 1960.  We drove along the 
western boundary of the farm and, having left 
the car in the care of a local family, set off 
towards the partly -filled dam.  Stretching out 
ahead of us was Retreat Farm but an almost 
treeless landscape as far as the eye could see 

dotted with small houses and shacks had 
replaced the miombo woodland and tobacco 
fields that Jackson describes. 

The dam and pools where building sand 
had been extracted were however still a magnet 
for waterbirds like Grey Heron, White -faced 
Duck, Red-billed Teal, Reed Cormorant, 
African Jacana, Black Crake, African Purple 
Swamphen and African Wattled Lapwing.  The 
rank grass and weeds bordering the dam 
yielded Southern Red Bishop, Levaillantõs 
Cisticola, African Stonechat, Grey-rumped 
Swallow and Yellow -fronted Canary.  

Our list had already reached 20 species in as 
many minutes when a group of 12 young men 
approached us wanting to know what we were 
taking p hotographs of and who had given us 
permission to enter the property.  Jimmy 
negotiated at some length, explaining the 
motivation for our visit, but was unable to 
satisfy them and we reluctantly made our way 
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back to the car.  Perhaps we shall try to obtain 
permission to explore further at some future 
date but it will be tricky finding out who is 
authorised to sanction this.  We left having 
gained the knowledge that the area, though 
very different from what it was in 1970, would 
still be a fruitful birding ve nue. 
Ken Dixon  
 

Looking on maps and Google Earth a lot of that 
land has been divided into plots and has streets 
and is called Mbare East.  There should be no 
more restrictions to walking those parts than there 
are to walking the streets of any suburb and t he 
remaining ôgreenõ bits around the dams are likely 
public areas!  Did our intrepid explorers establish 
who these guys were to question their presence?  ð 
Ed. 

Matabeleland  

NATIONAL AGM WEEKEND ð 09 -11 JUNE 2017  

The Matabeleland Branch of BirdLife 
Zimbabwe was delighted to be hosting the 
National AGM in Matopos this year, and was 
pleased with the turnout from both visiting 
members and local branch members on the 
day. 

On the Friday night  before the meeting, we 
had Gavin Stephens, who is Chairman of the 
Matobo Conservation Society, come and talk to 
us about Matopos and his talk was really very 
interesting.  Gavin has been involved in 
Matopos one way or the other all of his life and 
there are few who know it as well as he does, 
so he was able to educate us with all sorts of 
facts.  Most of the lodges in Maleme Rest Camp 
have now been renovated and were extremely 
comfortable, despite a few plumbing issues 
here and there. 

 
Tony Wharam and his  band of helpers 

turned out meal after meal for us and it was 

great that everyone joined in and socialised at 
meal times, getting to know each other. 

During our time in Matopos, which was a 
little chilly the whole time we were there, we 
managed to get in a bit of bird watching, went 
looking for the Verreauxõs Eagles (found 
some!), and spent quite a long time with a 
beautiful African Crowned Eagle which sat in a 
tree in the rest camp for a good while.  Also 
amusing to watch were the pretty Mocking 
Cliff -chats as they scuttled across the rocks. 

On the Sunday a number of us head off to 
Tshabalala Game Sanctuary near to Bulawayo, 
and met up with local members who came out 
to join in a bird walk.  We drove into the Park 
to one of the water points and walked from 
there a short distance along the river line.  
Quite a number of birds were seen, and of 
particular note was the number of young 
spurfowl running on the road.  After a quick 
break with a cup of coffee and a muffin, we 
drove off in search of the small dam.  It was the 
first time I had been in to Tshabalala after our 
heavy rainy season, so it was pleasing to see 
that a good stretch of the road had already had 
some maintenance work done.  However, with 
the thick bush and high grass I did become a 
bit disorienta ted and was grateful I 
remembered I have a GPS on my phone!  The 
road repairs came to an end and we continued 
on and did manage to find the dam .  We spent 
a lot of time there and the area came alive with 
little birds, and with the exception of Mr & Mrs  
Wood, the rest of us all managed to notch up a 
òliferó or 2 during the weekend. 

On our way out we had 2 great sightings, 
the first being something we all like to see ð a 
Crimson-breasted Shrike, and some of us had a 
good look at him before he fluttered off  
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through the  bushes ð with  birders following !  
Whilst we pursued the little fellow for a better 
look, a raptor was spotted in the sky.  There 
was much debate amongst some of us dis-
believers, but in the end conceded that it was in 
fact a juvenile African C rowned Eagle.  Not the 
typical place to find one, but with  books and 
apps being consulted, it was agreed that it was 
one.  So, two Crowned Eagles in one weekend. 

At this point we parted company ð our 
visitors headed back to Matopos to go and look 
for rhino s and the others went home to 
Bulawayo. 
Karen Learmonth  

 

 
African Fish -eagle on nest below Maleme Rest Camp  

The bird list  was as follows for 
Tshabalala  

Lilac-breasted Roller 
Black throated Canary 
Blue Waxbill  
Shaft-tailed Whyd ah 
Swainsonõs Spurfowl 
Violet -eared Waxbill 
Crested Francolin 
Cut-throat Finch 
Black shouldered Kite 
White -browed Sparrow -weaver 
Black-faced Waxbill  

Helmeted Guineafowl  
Green-winged Pytilia  
Laughing Dove  
Red-billed Quelea 
Grey Go-away-bird  
Village Weaver 
Chin-spot Batis 
Lark-like Bunting  
Senegal Coucal 
Pearl spotted Owlet (H)  
Arrow -marked Babbler 
Long-tailed Paradise-whydah  
Scarlet-chested Sunbird 
Southern White-crowned Shrike 
Brubru  

Black-crowned Tchagra 
Magpie Shrike 
Crimson-breasted Shrike 
Red-billed Hornbill  
African Crowned Eagle 
Emerald-spotted Wood-dove 
Marico Flycatcher 
Hamerkop  
Familiar Chat  
Fork-tailed Drongo  
Black-chested Snake-eagle 
Namaqua Dove 
Blacksmith Lapwing  

Bird walk in the NUST grounds with Prof. Peter Mundy ð 8
th

 July 2017  

Just 5 members managed to turn out on this 
rather chilly morning ð which later turned into 
a lovely day ð and met up with Prof Mundy on 
Celebration Drive of NUST.  We drove to the 
sports field where we left our car s and started 
our walk and for the next 3 hours or so 
managed to get 46 species noted, which we 

didnõt think was too bad for a mid-winters 
morning.  

NUST has a 160 ha estate which is left to the 
wilderness, and the birds there are plentiful.  
We walked around just a small part of it, 
incorporating the edge of some of the buildings 
to find specific species. 

Our list ended up as follows - 
Green-winged Pytilia  
Black-shouldered Kite  
Crowned Lapwing  
Marico Flycatcher 
Blue Waxbill  
Cut-throat Finch 
Southern Grey-headed Sparrow 
Senegal Coucal 
Crested Barbet 
Cape Turtle-dove 

White -browed Sparrow -weaver 
Bronze Mannikin  
Laughing Dove  
Marico Sunbird  
Red-billed Quelea 
Pied Crow 
Black-collared Barbet 
Crimson-breasted Shrike 
Black-throated Canary 
Namaqua Dove 

African Pipit  
White -browed Scrub-robin  
Dark -capped Bulbul 
Brimstone Canary 
Black-crowned Tchagra 
White -bellied Sunbird  
Swainsonõs Spurfowl 
Yellow Bishop 
African Fish-eagle 
Grey Go-away-bird  
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Little Swift  
Black-headed Oriole 
Speckled Pigeon 
Helmeted Guineafowl (H)  
House Sparrow 
Yellow -fronted Tinkerbird  

Common Scimitarbill  
Acacia Pied Barbet 
Yellow -bellied Eremomela 
Cardinal Woodpecker  
Scaly-feathered Finch 
Rattling Cisticola  

Tropical Boubou 
Black-faced Waxbill  
Golden-breasted Bunting 
Chin-spot Batis 

 
It is always good fun birding with Prof 

Mundy, and feeding off his vast knowledge .  
At the request of one of the members there, we 

will do another walk in the middle of summer 
to see how the birds differ.  
Karen Learmonth  

 

Mashonaland West  

The very wet season has changed to cold 
dark days and temperatures dropping.  The 
leaves on the trees are changing colour and 
falling.  Are we  beginning a long, cold winter?  

Our avifauna friends are variable and take 
time to move around each day so activity is 
delayed.  The Black-headed Heron heronry has 
quietened considerably with less noise and 
fewer birds.  Where have they gone? 

Theo Olivier and friends were boating on 
Claw Dam on 9th May.  The Giant Kingfisher 
and Pied Kingfisher were the only water birds.  
The dam water level is at maximum so there is 
hardly any shoreline for wading birds.  But 
gold panning along the water edge upstream is 
disturbing animals and birds alike.  

Saturday 27th May  

A weekend visit by Chris and Sandy Payne 
to Claw Dam  produced African Darter, African 
Finfoot, African Fish -eagle, White-crowned 
Lapwing, Grey -headed Gull, Giant Kingfisher, 
Broad-billed Roller and Black -headed Oriole. 

Saturday 3rd June 

A warm pleasant sunny morning inspired 
Chris/Sandy and myself to visit the Martin 
Textile ponds, 10 km north of Kadoma on the 
Harare road. 

There are 5 ponds with various water 
depths with grasses, reeds and dye sediment in 
the shallower areas.  A worthwhile trip as the 
following were feeding or resting.  12 Kittlitzõs 
Plovers, 10 Blacksmith Lapwings, 17 Three-
banded Plovers, 6 Black-winged Stilts, 58 Cattle 
Egrets, 5 African Sacred Ibis, 9 Red-billed Teal, 
6 Little Grebes, adult and 1 juvenile Grey 
Heron, 1 African Fish -eagle. 

 
Violet -eared Waxbill at Charama.  Ruth Baldwin -Paice 

Tuesday 13th June 

An African Grass -owl was seen huddled by 
a corner of a building in the industrial site area 
where there is lots of long grass.  A close-up 
study was a rare treat. 

 
The White-bellied Sunbirds in my garden 

are feeding profusely in the Chinese lantern 
shrub (Holmskioldia) so nectar is plentiful.  A 

scruffy -looking Crested Barbet was hungrily 
eating a cut orange on the bird table.  Our 
suburban birds are few in variety and numbers.  
A group of 7 Green Wood-hoopoes were 
harshly chattering to each other in a high tree 
and the African Hoopoe is also making himself 
heard, whilst the Lilac -breasted Rollers are 
enjoying the dry atmosphere.  

So Kadoma and district continue with 
keenness and enthusiasm.  We look forward to 
spring when our avifauna l friends will delight 
us with spring singing and beautiful colours of 
plumage. 
Margaret Parrock  
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Belfast Farm: -18.241833 , 29.569500  

On 1st July we visited Vuka Ranch (Belfast 
Extension on the map), mostly mixed 
woodland ( mopane, acacia and some 
Brachystegia) ð some established lands with 
new ones recently cleared.  The ranch is 
situated west of Golden Valley and some 10 km 
from the Umniati River.  Some of the more 
notable birds we saw were Mevesõs Starling, 
Crested Francolin, Red-billed Hornbill and 2 
over-wintering White Storks.  
 

 

 

Some elephants from the Hartley Safari area 
were moving around the  area ð two different 
herds, the larger one numbering around 13, 
with young.  There was plenty evidence of 
their presence at the small dam we visited.  
This was the same dam where we saw the two 
White Storks and three Hamerkops. 

 
Misty morning in the Kadoma area 

 

 
Buffy Pipit  

 

Southern Crested Guineafowl!!   A flock 
was seen in the Mari River, a small seasonal 
stream, now dry.  
Ruth and Siggy  
 
[It is hoped to find out more about this 
interesting record ð Ed.] 

 



The Babbler, No. 137  Page 11  

 

 

Wattle is going on?  

If you are a Saddle-billed Stork who has 
wattles?  The male?  The female?  Both?  Like 
me do you have it in your head that the male is 
the one with wattles, an instance of sexual 
dimorphism like the iris being dark in t he male 
and yellow in the female?  Iõm not sure when 
and how that idea got fixed in my brain ð 
perhaps from earlier editions of Roberts 
depicting the male (with wattles).  What 
brought this on was an email from Garth 
Thompson saying ôcheck out this female with 
the yellow wattles, any thoughts?õ  He 
obviously also thought that the male had the 
wattlesé 

 
Female Saddle-billed Stork  with wattles, G. Thompson  

So a little investigation reveals that the 5th 
edition has a male with wattles, though it 
doesnõt expressly say in the text that it is a male 
thing.  The 1966 impression has a female in the 
plate and no wattles and only mentions the eye 
colour in differentiating the sexes.  The 3rd 

impression (1942) has the same plate as the 5th 
but the text only has a few measurements.  
Mackworth -Praed & Grant (Birds of the southern 
third of Africa, Vol. 1, 1962) has a black & white 
line drawing showing a bird with wattles.  The 
description mentions the eye being yellow and 
the sexes as being alike, so no real help there. 

But the 3rd edition (1978) may have been the 
source of my error ð this is the one I started 
birding with and has my notations in the 
margins in Indian ink.  The plate is the same as 
earlier ones, with a male with wattles, but does 
say the ôfemale has yellow eye and no wattleõ!  
Interestingly enough, Sasol (1993) depicts a 
female with what might be construed as small 
red wattles (but maybe they are lappets?) 
whilst the male (head only) seems to have the 
same, only smaller.  The text does say the 
female ôlacks wattleõ and this is repeated in the 
3rd edition (2002)!  I then pulled out my 
Handbook of the birds of the world, Vol. 1.  The 
plate here shows a male with wattles and a 
female without, but it only mentions the eye 
colour as being sexually dimorphic ð and also 
that Ephippiorhynchus is unique among storks 
for this reason (this includes the Black-necked 
Stork E. asiaticus).  So there is a fun fact to 
remember. 
But in answer to Garthõs email I had a look 

online on the IBC (Internet Bird Collection - 
Follow the links below if you are interested).  
There is a nice picture of a female with wattles 
showing great interest in a passing crocodile; 
another with cormorants; a third from Ethiopia.  












